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Deanery Synod report

I’'m fairly new to this having taken on the role last year. Unfortunately, personal circumstances have
meant that I've not been as focused on this as | would like to have been. | will hopefully do a better
job this year! Carolyn Corfield also joined me as a Deanery Synod rep but her own health issues have
prevented her from attending some of the meetings.

| am using the supplied report prepared by 2 wonderful people at St Nicholas, Warndon.

The only additional information that | would add is that our Area Dean is leaving us for pastures new
and we await a new Area Dean being appointed.

Deanery Synod Report for APCM

Deanery Synod has met 3 times this year. On each occasion we are at a different venue. This serves
two purposes. The first is the opportunity to visit the very varied locations of parishes in our Deanery
and also to ensure not every Synod member has a distance to travel each time.

The first Synod was an opportunity to meet the new Arch Deacon - Mark Badger. He encouraged us
to think about mission with a particular focus on engaging with people moving into new housing
developments but also thinking about how we connect with new people moving into existing homes
in our parishes. As groups from different churches we were encouraged to look at what our churches
currently offer and where there are openings to extend our welcome beyond the church setting. The
aim is to bring people gradually into contact with the church and faith by using experiences and
settings where they feel more comfortable.

At our second Synod meeting we were invited to bring our Treasurers along. Quite often issues
involving finance are discussed at Diocese level without the impact of everyday, individual parish life
being articulated. This meeting was used to discuss the issues faced by us as parishes which were
then presented to the Diocesan Officers for them to understand our concerns.

Our final meeting, held on a Saturday, (at St George’s in the Magdalene room), had two guest
speakers. Rev Kim Brown has been appointed to help develop New Worshipping Communities. She
has a wealth of experience and provided many resources and ideas that parishes can build into
current parish activities. She is willing to help all churches wanting support to develop their
interaction in communities.
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The second speaker was the Rev Duncan Hutchinson who has launched the ‘Church and School
Partnership Award’ in our Diocese. Even though we do not have a church school linked to St Nicholas
it does not prevent us from building stronger bonds with secular schools.

An extra event, organised by Rev Paul Wilcox, was a Deanery Prayer event. It was held on September
11th, offering prayer stations linked to praying for different aspects of our Deanery life. The detail that
was put into the evening was excellent but unfortunately very few non-clergy attended. This was a
shame as the quality of what was offered was excellent.

Sue Cottam
Rota organiser - Sue Cottam

| organise the monthly rota of volunteers for the main St George’s Church services. | aim to do this
by the 3rd week of the previous month.

Our volunteers do an amazing job each week - Church services would not take place without them.
The roles are various:

Intercessor - person leading prayer
¢ A server and one or two chalice assistants for when we celebrate Holy Communion
e Duty Warden
 Sides people/Welcomers (x2)

e Readers (x2) - readings from the Bible are set dependent on the time of year in the Church
calendar

¢ Children & Young People Worship Leaders (twice monthly)

| receive a Service Provision each month telling me which clergy are presiding and who will be
providing music (organ/piano/band). It is the clergy/leader who chooses the Bible readings for each
service.

We are always looking out for additional folk to put themselves forward for whatever role they think
they might like to do. If you don’t currently volunteer, please pray for guidance and see what God
may have in mind for you!

APCM Report Annual Carol service 2024

The Carol service had a different feel this year as Elisabeth was indisposed and therefore unable to
form and rehearse a choir.

Many thanks to Alison and Sue who chose the carols for the congregation who were in good voice
throughout.

| had the delightful job of choosing the poems and readings and matching them to our volunteers.
There was wonderful support from those who were asked to read and it was joyful to have different
voices and ages from our congregation.



The church was most atmospherically lit with candles and everyone who attended enjoyed the
evening.

Well done and thank you one and all!
Barbara Rolison
Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) — Joy Kyte

BRF is a Christian charity whose intention is to inspire and support people to grow in faith. As well
as being the home of Anna Chaplaincy, Living Faith, Messy Church etc. they supply several guides in
booklet form which include a daily bible reading, a reflection and prayer.

At St George's several of us purchase "New Daylight" (also available in large print) with recent
contributors including the Archbishop of Wales, several Church ministers, and a spiritual director . As
| write this report we are about to embark on notes about Artificial Intelligence (Al) written by
people who include scientists, a software engineer, a philosopher and church ministers - fascinating!

Other study notes subscribed to by members of St George's are "Upper Room", with contributions
from readers of these notes from all over the world, based mostly on their own personal
experiences.

If you would be interested in ordering these notes, the annual cost (for 3 booklets a year) is £15.75
or £19.50 for large de-luxe print of New Daylight, post-free if ordered through myself, Joy Kyte, on
01905 27863 or jpkyte@tiscali.co.uk.

The Children’s Society (Helen Gilbert)

In 2024, our parish contributed a total of £439.00 to the work of The Children’s Society. This
consisted of £271.00 from house box collections and £168.00 from the Christingle service.

Children’s Society services supported more than 72,000 young people in 2024, helping them to face
challenges such as abuse, neglect and exploitation, through early support hubs and national
campaigns, for example, ‘Strengthen the Safety Net’ for low income families. Young carers face
particularly huge challenges. They are given access to practical help through local support groups,
counselling, fun activities, workshops and peer support. They also have the chance to meet others in
their situation at the annual Young Carers Festival, run by The Children’s Society.

Support services for children and young people nowadays are overstretched, leading to waiting times
of months, even years, so a new well-being support project called ‘Time for Young People’ aims to
operate drop-in centres around the country, with trained project workers. For more information
about the work of The Children’s Society, please look on its website childrenssociety.org.uk

Thank you very much to everyone who supports The Children’s Society. Inevitably, box collections are
raising less money than they used to do, as people use less cash, so in future new ways of fundraising
will become necessary. Volunteers with ideas would be very welcome!

Helen Gilbert

Cafe Church - Lyn Crowther
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At a recent Café Church a Mum who comes occasionally said to me that she felt so relaxed when she
came. Other comments have included, ‘I feel I've come home’ from someone new to the church
who started at café church. The children have also said how much they enjoy coming and we have
had many comments about feeling part of a community.

In 2024 we had a first full year of being on the 2nd Sunday of the month and this is now an
established pattern of worship on a Sunday. We are trying to move forward with planning and have
a mixture of using the Liturgy for that Sunday and themed services e.g. Christian Aid which last May
included a visit from a representative from Christian Aid. Many of us were delighted to see Batanai
again and listen to him explaining the work of Christian Aid.

We had many other highlights including a BBQ after the service in August which fortunately had
good weather. As Helen has said in these reports our Christingle service not only raised some
thought provoking issues but raised money for the Children’s Society.

The insights into faith that come up during our discussions are not only humbling but help to bring us
together in fellowship.

The Café Church team look forward to welcoming you to Café Church in the Magdalene Room on the
2nd Sunday of the month. Many thanks to all the team and to everyone who comes along for the
support and help — it is very much appreciated.

Advent Travellers

This year Pam Summers took them into school and did an assembly before sending them off on their
journey. Families could sign up to host the travellers using a link to an internet site and we could all
follow their progress on Facebook — either the dedicated page or our church one. It was great to
have them all back for the Crib Service and to see them in the church until they were ‘rested’ at
Candlemas to be brought out again next Advent. Thanks to everyone who helped with this.
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